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S ENATOR McFARLAND: Thank yo u, Mr. President and fellow
senators. This amendment does in fact express, in a different
way, the amendment that I had initially proposed on Select File,
and that is to allow there to be a 10 mile per hour cushion in
the designated areas of the interstate that are 55 mile an hour
speed limit. Senator Chambers is apparently concerned about we
need to e xpress some kind of rational basis in order for it to
pass constitutional muster. I thought t hat my orig inal
amendment had some rational basis to it, and that rational basis
was my a rgument in support of it. Unfortunately only three or
four other senators thought that it was...there was a rat ional
basis in my arg umert at that time. But I still hope that you
will adopt this amendment. You may recall that on Select File I
did oppose the 5 mile per hour cushion across the board because
I think we need to specify that it is a 65 mile per hour limit
on the interstate. My c oncern, however, is the same co ncern
that I expressed a f e w days ago, and that is what about the
person that drives all the way across our state an d suddenly
gets to L incoln and is not aware that the speed limit suddenly
changes for 6 miles outside of Lincoln and is picked up in a
speed trap for doing 60 or 62 miles an hour in a 55 mile an hour
zone. I thi n k it would be unfair and inequitable to fine that
person an equal amount of money as if he or she had been driving
over 65 miles per hour. Likewise, the areas in Omaha and South
Sioux C i t y t h at wou l d be 55 m i l e s p er hou r , i nd i v i du a l s w o u l d be
driving their ca r on alm ost 9 8 percent, I would say, of the
interstate highways in Nebraska, they would b e driving at a
65 mile per hour limi t, a nd all of a sudden if they
a ccidentally, through neglect, did not...were not aware of th e
speed limit change, they would be subject to the same penalties
a s if they had been exceeding 65 miles per hour on the other
parts of t he interstate. So I think that this amendment would
alleviate some of that unfairness by saying we want you to drive
65 miles...or 55 miles per hour in the urban areas, but we ' re
not going ro fine you as if you have been driving over 65 miles
per hour, we are going to fine you a $10 fine with no poi nts
assessed. And I hope that that is the way it is interpreted,
that the speed limit on the interstate is 65 miles per hour, but
in the urban areas where it is a little m ore cr owded t raffic
situation the li mit is 55 miles per hour, but if you exceed it
the penalty is only going to be the $10 fine w ith no poi nts
assessed. I h ad occasion, yesterday, to drive to Omaha. Since
my wife had our good car, I took our ' 67 Chevy p i cku p . For s o me
of you who have seen me drive that pickup and know the condition
it is in, you may be surprised to know that it does go 55 miles
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